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January 20, 2006

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. Charles L.A. Terreni
Chief Clerk/Administrator
South Carolina Public Service Commission
101 Executive Center Dr. , Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

Re: Application of Bell Atlantic Communications, Incorporated d/b/a Verizon
Long Distance for Approval of an Increase of Maximum Rates for Long
Distance Message Telecommunications Service and Plan M Service
Monthly Recurring Charge
Docket No. 2AN&BI4 C

pm~- 889~
Dear Mr. Terreni

Enclosed for filing please find the original and sixteen (16) copies of the
Settlement Agreement in the above referenced matter. The parties respectfully request
that the Settlement Agreement be placed into the record in this docket. Please date stamp
the extra copy enclosed and return it to me in the envelope provided.

Thank you very much for your assistance. Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

„/i
Se P8. Nelson

JMN/pjm
Enclosures

/ig,J

cc: Connie Wightman, Technologies Mngmt
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Mr. Charles L.A. Terreni
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Re: Application of Bell Atlantic Communications, Incorporated d/b/a Verizon

Long Distance for Approval of an Increase of Maximum Rates for Long

Distance Message Telecommunications Service and Plan M Service

Monthly Recurring Charge

Docket No.._

Dear Mr. Terreni:

Enclosed for filing please find the original and sixteen (16) copies of the

Settlement Agreement in the above referenced matter. The parties respectfully request

that the Settlement Agreement be placed into the record in this docket. Please date stamp

the extra copy enclosed and return it to me in the envelope provided.

Thank you very much for your assistance. Please let me know if you have any

questions.
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Enclosures

Sincerely, ,//7

,/1t/

le_cjVl. Nelson
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ce: Connie Wightman, Technologies Mngrnt
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THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

90GKLT NG- 20OSN84-C

January 20, 2006

IN RS'
Application ofBell Atlantic Communications,
Incorporated d/b/a Verizon Long Distance
For Approval of an Increase ofMaximum
Rates for Long Distance Message
Telecommunications Service aTid Plan M
Service Monthly Recurring Charges.

) .

)
) SETTLEMENT AGRIKMENT
)
),
)
)

This Settlement Agreement ("Settlement Aymment") is mela by and among the 0%ce

of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") and SeQ Atlantic. ComtnutLioations, Incoxporated 4b/a Verizon

Long Distance ("Verizon' or "Company" ) {collectively, re&rred to as the "Parties" or sometnnes

individually as "Party");

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2005 Vexizon filed an apphcation requesting a tariff':

revision, which the Company requested to become effective on February l, 2006. This filing

would. increase the maximum rates for Long Distance Message Telecommunications Services

(LDbiTS) and Pian M Service Monthly Recuniug Charge QVIRC). The Company proposea to

increase the LDMTS maximum rate Gum $0.3S to $0.60, and the Plan M service MRC

auiximum rate from $2.00 to $G.OO. If approved by the South Carolina Public Service

Conunission (-PSC"), the Company plans to increase the currant rate for LDMTS Rem $035 to

$0AO and for Plan N Service the current MRC will go Qnm $2.00 to $3,00,
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INEB:

Applioation ofBellAtlautioCoram_ic_ioss, )
luco_omtcd d/b/aVerb,on Long Dis_nc¢ " )
ForApprovLl ofan Incrca_ofM_imum .)
Rates for Long Dish,nee Message )

Telecommtmiuttions Service and Plan M ),
3err'ice Monthly RecurringCharges. )

:. )

SETTLEMENT AGENT

This Settleme_t Agreement ("Settlement Agreement") is made by and among the Office

of Restdatofy Staff ("ORS") and Bell Atlantic. Commtmioationa, Inoorperated d/b/a Vet-_n

Long Distance ("Vexizon" or "Company") (collcc'tively referred to as the "Pro'des" or sometimes

individually M "Pray");

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2905 Verizon filed au sppficstion recluestmg a t,t.-"l_,

revision, which the Company requested to become effective on Fcbru_ 1, 2006. This filingi

would increase th_ maximum rates for Long Distance Menage Tele_ommun]¢at/oms Services

(LDb'H'S) and FlanM Sorv|ceMonthly R_mn-ing Chm-p (MRC), The Company. propoam m

inc4"ease the LDMTS maximum rate fi'om $0,35 to $0,60, _ the Plan M Service MRC

maximum rate flora $2.00 to $5.00. If approved by the South Carollm_t Public Service

Cotton/Mien('?SC"),the Company" plsn_toincrmme the cun_t rate for LDMTS from $0.35to

$0.40 md for Plan M Servi_e the ctwreut MKC will go from $2.00 to $3.00.
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WHEREAS, in accordance with the directive of the PSC, oa January 5, 2006 Qie

Company Gled with the PSC proof of publication of the Notice of Piiing in this matter in Z7ce

Stare newspaper on January 3, 2096, and;

WHEREAS, no other parties have intervened in this matter by the last intervention date

of January 16, R006, as stated in the aforesaid public notice, and;

WHEREAS, since the filing of tbe notice, ORS has reviewed the proposed tarif%s and rate

schedules submitted by Yerir;on„.

WHEREAS, to ensure compliance with the Commission's statutes and regulations, the

Parties have agreed to the Iollowing comprehensive settlement of ail issues in this docket;

WHEREFORE, in the spirit of compromise, the Parties hereby stipulate aud agree to the

Mowmg terms and conditions;

I

1) The Parties agree to stipulate into the recuxd before the Commission this

5ettiement Agroement;

2) Vernon agrees to provide a minimum of thirty (30) days notice to current

subscribers of its LVMTS and Plan M Services of the increase in rates raiuested in ttua matter

prior to their being implemented and charged to such current customers;

3) The Patties agree that the Company should be granted the requested increase in its

maximum rates for LPMTS and Plan M Services;

4) ORS is charged by law with the duty to represent the public interest of South

Carolina pursuant to S.C. Code ) 5HW10(B) (added by Act. 175). S.C. Code $ 58MIO(B)(l)

ttuough (3) reads in part as tollows:

. . . 'public interest' means a balancing of the folfowing:
(I) concerns of the using and consuming public with respect to

public utility services, regardless of the class of customer,
(2) economic devcloprncnt and job attraction and retenrion in

South Carolina; and
(3) preservation of the Qnancial integrity of the State's public

utilities and continued investment in and maintenance of
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WHEREAS, ¢inoethe filing of the notice, ORS hu review©d the proposed tariff_ ¢mdrate.

schedules submitted by Vernon;

WHISKEA_. to ensure compliatce with the CoI_urniseion'sstatutes end mguhtdons, the

Partiea l_Ve aj_ed to the' following comprehensive _ettlemeat of Ml issues in thia docket;

WHERETOI_, in the spirit of compromise, the Parties hereby stipulate and agree to the

followingtermsand oo_dition_; .-'.

t

1) The Patlies agree to _ip.lat.a into the reoozd befoz¢ the Commiesion rid8

Settlenpmt A_cement; .,

2) VerLzon acreee to provide t _um of thitxy (30) days notice to currant

mb_crt-be_ of ira LDMTS and Plan M Services of the increase in rates requested in this m_

prior to their being implemented and c_..argedto such cturent custem_

3) The Partie_ agree tbtt the Company should be grated the requested incre_o in ira

maximum rates for LDMTS and Plan M Services;

4) ORS L_ charged by law with the duty to top.sent the publl¢ intm-est of South

CmelJn_ pursuant to S.C. Code _ 3S-4-10(B) (added by Act 175). S.C. Code § 5S-4-I0(B)(1)

through 0) _eads in part m fellow_:

... 'public inmre_' meana a b'-,l_acingofthe foIlowinS:
(I) _:_ of thet_ip4 _d consuming public with reapeotto

public ttfility eervices, regerdless of the elm of cu._tome_;,
(2) economic development and job attraction and reten6on in

South Caroline.; and

(3) prim'radon of the financial integrity of the State's public
U_litiep and continued {nve4fl_rtent in .Lad mainU_an_e of
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utility facilities so as to provide reliable and high quality
utility services.

ORS believes the Seuiemcnt Agreement reached among the Parties saves the public

interest as defined above;

5) 1hc Parties agree to advocate that the ConHnission accept snd approve this

Settlement Agreement in its entirety as a fair, reasonable and M resolution of afl issues in tha

above-captioned proceeding and to take no action inconistent with its adoption by the

Coauuission. The Paries further agree to cooperate in good faith with one another in

reoomtnandinl to '%e Commission that this Settlemont Agreement be accepted and approved by

the Commission. The Parties agree to use reasonable efForts to do@md and support any

Commission order issued approving this Settlement Alraanent and the terms and conditions

contained herein.

6) 'l'ho Parties agree that sigaing thii Scttlerneut Agreement will not constrain,

inhibit, nnpair, or judice their arguments or posMons held in other collateral proceetlings, nor

will it constitute a precedent or evidence of acceptable practice jn future proceedings. If the

Commission dechnes to approve the Settlemont Agreement in its anhrety, than any Party

desiring to do so may withdraw hem the Settlement Agreemant vvithout penalty or oMIation.

7) %Ma Settlemont Agreement shaJ, 1 be interpreted according to South Carolina law.

I) The above terms and conditions ful)y represent the agreement of the Puties

hereto. There&re, each Party acicaowledges its consent and agreemant to this Settlement

Agreement by aitixmg its signature or by authorizing its counsel to affu his or her signature to

this docntnatN where indicated below. Counsel's signature represents his pr her representation

that his or her client has authornusd the execution oi'the agreement. Facsimile signatures and s-

maQ signatures sha)] be as effective as original signatures to bind any party. This dacument tnay

be signed in couakcrparts, with the various signature pages combined with the body of the
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utility f_ilitie¢ so as to provide reliable and high quslity
utility se_i¢cs.

ORS b=lieve_ the Setl[em_t Agrecmorlt reached among the Partiq serves the public

interest as defiumi above;

5) The Parties agree to advocatethit the Commission ace,opt and approve this

eaSel=meat Agreement in its entirety as a fair, reasonable and flail resolution of all iBuu in the

ab0ve-oaptioned proceeding and to t_:e no action inconsistent with i_m adoption by the

Cotr_,miss-/on. The Parties further agree to cooperate .in good faith with one another in

r_omme_ting to the Commission that this Settlcm_t Agrccmenz be accepted imd approwi by

the Commission. The Parti_ agree to use reasormble efforts to deitmd and _pport any

Commission orde¢ b_ed approving this Settl_aai A_mumt and the term= and coaditiow

contained herein.

6) The P_'tie8 agree that _igaing this S_tlmtieut Agreement will not ¢omtrain,
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document constituting an original and provable copy of this Settlement Agrecrncnt. The Parties

agree thai in the event any Party should fail to indicate ita consent to this Settlement Agrecrnant

and the terms contained heroin, then this Senlarnent Agreement sM1 be null and void and will

not be binding on any Party.

WE AGREE:

Representing the ORca of Regulatory Staff

J
0

~ Nels quire
Relu ry Staff

ce Box l1263
ain Streot(5uite 300)

Columbia, SC 29211
Phone; (803) 737-0823
Fax: (803) 737-0800

WE AGREE:

Rapreaanting Bell A8anttc Cammsudcatloas, Sac. d/b/a
Vetlsoa L I 9 ance
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document constitut_ an original _ proYabl¢ copy of this _st1_emcllt Agreement. The Partiei

thai in the event any Party should fail to indicate its ¢onseet to _ Settlement Agreement

and the t_ms oonta_ue._ hP._ii_ then this S¢111_mt Ag_emcv.t j_J be n_l lind void md wil]

not be binding on any P¢_/.

WE AGI_E:

f oJr-ti#'_ l_luilt_ry stzli •

'vli_li"Mdn $_ot (Suite3OO).
CoIurnbie. SC 29211
Hlmie- (1103)737-01123
FlOe: (_03) 737-0800
]_-msdh jne]son t'-_r_L,Sts__IC._Ov

Rupresenflng the Offl©e of Rt_lltory Staff

WS AGlqJ_:

l_pre_eattag Bell Atlantic Commu_ic_floB, Inc. d/b/t

'l_r'rrQi _ _


